
 

Kansas Association for Floodplain Management 5th Annual Conference 
 

      The KAFM 5th annual conference was September 3 and 4 at the Holiday Inn Hotel and 

Convention Center in Salina. Highlights included a presentation by Associate Professor Eric A. 

Bernard, RLA, ASLA, of Kansas State University. He had an interactive presentation on 

environmental design. Chuck Shively and John Massman spoke on the 2007 flood event in 

Coffeyville.  Paul Woodward discussed issues as our regional representative to ASFPM and 

Gina Bell shared a pictorial tribute to Chapman recovery efforts.  

  

 Breakout presentations were beneficial and the speakers engaging. Levee certification, 

(Julie Grauer), elevation certificates (Ron Albertini), floodplain fill permits (John Roth), safe 

rooms (Bob Franke), digital flood insurance rate maps (Mike Eddings), NFIP compliance (Dean 

Ownby) and floodplain basics (Tom Morey).  

 

            On Tuesday evening, busses transported attendees to Smolan, a nearby community, for 

dinner at The Hickory Tree restaurant, which is in the refurbished 1926 Smolan High School.  

The barbecue buffet and the entertainment were excellent. 

            

   All who attend the KAFM conference valued the opportunity to learn and to make and 

renew contacts. For those who could not attend this year’s conference, mark your calendars to 

attend next year’s conference September 2 and 3, 2009.  If you have a specific training topic 

you would like covered, notify a board member through the Kansas Association of Floodplain 

Management website at http://ekafm.org/.                                                                        — 
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New Rules for Aggregate Stockpiles in a Floodplain 
 

 New regulations affecting aggregate stockpiles took effect October 3. The regula-

tions, K.A.R. 5-45-19 thru 23, concern unconsolidated material storage stockpiles located in 

floodplains and floodways. An example would be the sand piles and associated safety berms 

for aggregate mining operations. Other examples include stockpiles for batch plants, dirt 

farms and construction projects. 

 

           The regulations describe a revised permitting process for proposed and existing un-

consolidated material storage stockpiles and grandfather some older existing stockpiles. At 

the state level, an exemption is made to temporarily store, for nine months or less, material 

in an unconsolidated stockpile. The regulations do not exempt stockpiles from local flood-

plain management regulations. 

 

           How does this affect local floodplain managers? Any development in a floodplain 

still requires a local floodplain development permit from the floodplain manager. That is 

still a National Flood Insurance Program requirement. A community floodplain manager 

will need to determine whether a stockpile should be permitted or grandfathered at the state 

level before issuing a local floodplain development permit. A community official can make 

a permit determination request on behalf of the property owner by contacting Jean Darrah, 

Kansas Department of Agriculture, Division of Water Resources, 109 SW 9th Street, 2nd 
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Training Opportunities  
 

 The Floodplain Management Program will host the following training sessions.  If you 

are interested in any of these no-cost training opportunities, please contact Tom Morey at (785) 

296-5440 or Steve Samuelson at (785) 296-4622. 

 

Basics of the National Flood Insurance Program 

This is for officials responsible for administering their local floodplain management 

ordinance.  The focus is on the NFIP and concepts of floodplain management,  

maps and studies, ordinance administration, and the relationship between floodplain 

management and flood insurance.  

   

. 

How to Read a FEMA Flood Map 

        Learn about the various types of flood maps.  

Discussion will cover letters of map change, elevation certificates, insurance, flood zones and 

where to get additional information. 

 

 

________________________ 
 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture floodplain management team  

has put links to useful information on their web page at  

www.ksda.gov/structures/content/196/cid/1541  

The page will be updated periodically, so visit often. 

_________________________ 

FEMA staff update: 

Roger Benson from FEMA Region VII is helping flood victims in Iowa. Julie Grauer has taken 

over Roger’s duties in Kansas, and she can be contacted at julie.grauer@dhs.gov.   

Neodesha—Jan.. 6, 2009, 8a.m. to 12p.m.class is 

full, waiting list only 

Emporia—Jan. 15, 2009, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Class is full, waiting list only 

Garden City—Jan. 8, 2009, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.  

Mark your calendar. The Kansas Association of Floodplain Managers 2009 conference is Sep-

tember 2 and 3 at the Guest House Inn in Emporia. Contact Jon Bristor, treasurer, 110 E. 10th 

Street, Wellington, KS 67152, (620) 326-2207, for registration information. 

Lawrence—Jan. 8, 2009, 8:00am to 12:00pm 

( this class is full, waiting list only) 

The Division of Water Resources has a newsletter called “Currents.”  See it online at 

www.ksda.gov/appropriation/mailing_list/id/68 

http://www.ksda.gov/structures/content/196/cid/1541
http://www.ksda.gov/appropriation/mailing_list/id/68


 

Please mail or fax your registration to: 
  

KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 

109 SW 9th STREET, 2nd FLOOR 
TOPEKA, KS  66612-1283 

Fax to: (785) 296-4835 
 

    If you have questions about training, please contact Steve Samuelson at 
 steve.samuelson@kda.ks.gov or (785) 296-4622, or Tom Morey at  
 tom.morey@kda.ks.gov or (785) 296-5440. 

Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 

Floodplain Program 
Training Registration Form 

 
 
 
 

Name   
 
Title   
 
Organization   
 
Address   
 
City    State    Zip   
 
Telephone    Fax     
 
E-mail    
 
Name, date and location of training you will attend    
 
   
 
   
 
*Please share this invitation with anyone else who could benefit from the training. 
**Classroom locations will be sent to registered participants one week before the training.  

         



 

Please help us keep our records 

up to date.  If the name that 

appears on this newsletter is for 

an individual no longer with your 

organization, please call 

(785) 296-5440, or send an  

e-mail tom.morey@kda.ks.gov to 

report the change. 

 KDA/DWR Water Structures  
Floodplain Program Staff  

 

Tom Morey, CFM, RS, NFIP Coordinator (785) 296-5440        tom.morey@kda.ks.gov 
Andy Megrail, CFM, Floodplain Mapping Specialist (785) 296-2513        andrew.megrail@kda.ks.gov 
Steve Samuelson, CFM, NFIP Specialist (785) 296-4622        steve.samuelson@kda.ks.gov 
Sherry Fergel, Floodplain Coordinating Associate (785) 296-7769        sherry.fergel@kda.ks.gov 

 

Mailing Address: 
109 SW 9th Street, 2nd Floor 
Topeka, KS  66612-1283 
Fax:  (785) 296-4835 
www.ksda.gov/dwr 

046-08

Kansas Department of Agriculture 

Division of Water Resources

Floodplain Management

109 SW 9th Street 2nd Floor

Topeka KS  66612-1283 

Funds available to attend ASFPM June 7-12, 2009, national conference in Orlando 

 The 2009 ASFPM National Conference “Green Works to Reduce Flood Losses,ò will be June 7-

12, 2009, in Orlando, Florida. It is an excellent opportunity for Kansas floodplain managers to receive 

premier training on mapping technologies, adopting new flood hazard maps, and to discuss topics 

directly related to mapping and map modernization. It will be attended by more than 1,000 floodplain 

management professionals and officials. To learn more, visit the ASFPM web site at www.floods.org.  

 

 Kansas has funds available to help you attend this event.  Through FEMA’s Map Modernization 

Management Support grant, Kansas can provide up to $1,200 each for 10 community officials to attend 

the conference.  If you would like to attend but need financial assistance, please contact Tom Morey at 

tom.more@kda.ks.gov or (785) 296-5440. He has application forms to distribute as requested by 

community officials. Assistance awards will be granted on a first-come, first-served basis.                                                                               

___ 
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